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Foreword

Dear readers,

The Panel on the Perception of Crime and Criminal Offenders (PaWaKS) is the first
criminological study to examine the perception of these topics on a longitudinal scale
in Germany.

You will find the foundation of PaWaKS in this data manual. We examine the correla-
tions between the perception of crimes and criminal offenders with various psycholog-
ical, sociological, and demographic variables at five differents point of data collection
over a period of 24 months. On the following pages, in addition to the theoretical back-
ground of the study, you will find the complete design and documentation of all instru-
ments used in the survey of the first wave of our longitudinal study. The documentation
of the four following waves (in intervals of about 6 months) will be added to this manual
continuously.

Thus, the data manual is primarily intended for scientists and researchers who would
like to gain a deeper insight into the methodology of PaWaKS and who are interested
in cooperating on data analysis. However, it should also serve as an encouragement
for interested parties to get in touch with us. We welcome any exchanges and collab-
orations with academia, practitioners, and policymakers that arise in association with
this longitudinal study.

The data collection was conducted by the market research company Ipsos. We would
like to take this opportunity to thank them for their excellent cooperation, especially
Alexandra Schoen. Furthermore, we would like to thank the Saxon State Ministry of
Justice and for Democracy, European Affairs and Equality (SMJusDEG) for funding
PaWaKS.

The data report as well as the public reports on the results of the first wave (available
at: www.zkfs.de/pawaks) are a product of the work of many dedicated individuals. We
would especially like to thank the project members who made the implementation pos-
sible, as well as our student assistants Annalena Oehme and Stefanie Brunkow for
their helpful contributions to the success of the initial data collection and analysis.

We hope that we can contribute to the understanding of crime and fear of crime and
consequently to dealing with these phenomena. With PaWaKS, we intent to create
a evidence-based foundation for a social discussion about crime in Saxony and be-
yond. Hopefully, we will be able to provide suggestions - also with our reports - for an
exchange between science, citizens, politics and practice on an equal level.
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Chemnitz, January 2023

Prof. Dr. Frank Asbrock and Jennifer Führer
(Director and Deputy Director of the ZKFS)
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1 Preamble

1.1 Overview

This data manual aims to facilitate further analysis of the PaWaKs data set by the scien-
tific community and to give interested readers an insight into the background, methodol-
ogy and design of this longitudinal panel study. A total of five survey waves are planned
(spring of 2022, fall of 2022, spring of 2023, fall of 2023, spring of 2024), whose data
and methodology will be added to this manual after the completion of the respective
data collection.

1.2 Purpose

A central research question of the Center for Criminological Research Saxony e.V.
(ZKFS) is the perception of crime, criminal offenders and criminality in the Saxon pop-
ulation. The perception of crime and the associated perceptions of threat are clearly
related to other socially relevant issues.

This longitudinal panel study aims to deepen existing knowledge regarding the psycho-
logical or sociological basis of the perception of crime and criminal offenders, to close
research gaps and to initiate new lines of thought.

1.3 Institutional Background and Scientific Organization

The ZKFS was founded on January 25 2021 at the meeting of charter members as
a non-profit association. As such the ZKFS can operate as an independent research
institution to ensure the compliance with principles of good scientific practice. The
structure of the association allows a comprehensive control of the research activities
by the general meeting, the board of trustees and the scientific advisory board.

The following persons are involved as project managers, employees and cooperation
partners:
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Dr. Deliah Wagner
Project Management

Research Associate at the ZKFS
E-Mail: deliah.wagner@zkfs.de

Prof. Dr. Frank Asbrock
Project Management

Director of the ZKFS
E-Mail: frank.asbrock@zkfs.de

Prof. Dr. Flavio Azevedo
Collaboration in Conception and Evaluation

Associated Scientist at the ZKFS and Assistant Professor at the University of Groningen
E-Mail: flavio.azevedo@rug.nl

M.Sc. Rowenia Bender
Collaboration in Conception and Evaluation

Research Associate at the ZKFS
E-Mail: rowenia.bender@zkfs.de

Dr. Aaron Bielejewski
Collaboration in Conception and Evaluation

Research Associate at the ZKFS
E-Mail: aaron.bielejewski@zkfs.de

M.A. Isabelle Einhorn-Kovalenko
Administrative Support

Manager of the ZKFS
E-Mail: isabelle.einhorn-kovalenko@zkfs.de

M.Sc. Jennifer Führer
Collaboration in Conception and Evaluation

Deputy Director and Research Associate at the ZKFS
E-Mail: jennifer.fuehrer@zkfs.de
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